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(Conctuded from page 296,) 


IT appears that after this, 
when conversing with his friends 
he expressed some uneasy ap- 
prehensions, as he could not date 
his conversion at any particular 
period, or trace that regular 
progress of the divine work on 
his heart which some authors and 
other Christians have déscribed ; 
and hence he was ready to fear 
that his tormer hopes would be 
found delusive. He said, that 
he had ever been sensible of the 
importance of religion ; but that, 
when there is a_ considerable 
knowledge cf the truths of the 
gospel, it was difficult to distin- 
guish between that and the work 
of the spirit ; © but,’ he added, 
‘that, utterly disclaiming dll 
hope on the ground of personal 
merit, we muist all; as. sinnets, 
whether greater or less, be saved 
in the same way, through the 
tizhteousness of Christ.? But, 
whatever uncertainty he might 
have felt on this occasion, at an- 
other time he told his father, That 
he had that day had such a view 
of the love of Christ in dying for 
sinners, and such a belief of his 
interest in it, as was almost too 
much for him. He thought that 
ise could not have borne more, 
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He was concerned that, in 
consequence of being exceeding- 
ly nervous, he was prevented 
from always discovering that ex- 
emplary patience and composure, 
for which he had geterally been 
so remarkable. This he would 
frequently lament, as he thought 
it might have an appearance of 
tacit murmuring against God, 
which grieved him exceedingly. 
_ A few weeks previous to his 
death, he said, That, on looking 
back on his past life, he wonder- 
ed that his ardor had been di- 
rected towards objects so com- 
paratively trifling, and that his 
mind had not been more fixed 
upon the cause of Christ, the 
promoting of which he now con- 
sidered as the gtand object of 
life. He added, that, if he felt a 
wish td live, it-was that he might 
devote himiself more entirely to 
God, and testify his love to that 
Savior who had shewn such love 
tohim. At the same time, he 
repeated this verse of Dr. Dod- 
dridge : 


‘’Tis to my Savior I would live, 

To him who for my ransom ‘died 3 
Nor could untainted Eden give 

Such bliss as blossoms at his aide.’ 
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‘ My views,’ said he, ‘upon the 
subject of redemption, are very 
different now from what they 
“once were.” I once thought too 
much stress was laid on it by ma- 
ny; but now I find it to be the 
grand pillar of christianity. What 
a mercy it is,’ he added, ‘that 
all is done for us, and that we 
have nothing to do but to accept 
of salvation! When we are ena- 
bled to rely entirely on Christ, 
then it is that we taste the com- 
forts of religion.’ 

When some person had been 
speaking of the blessing of health, 
*I do not think,’ said he, ‘a state 
of affliction the most undesirable 
for a Christian. Far from it.’ I 
trust I shall ever have reason to 
bless God for this affliction, and 
for all his mysterious dealings 
with me, by which he has brought 
me to a much greater knowledge 
of himself,’ 

On its being suggested to him, 
that it was a mercy he was not 
in great pain, and stul more that 
his mind was so supported, he 
said, ‘ Yes; but I have been much 
distressed the past night; yet I 
was enabled again to cast myself 
on my Savior; and I trust that 
he has accepted me. _ I have giv- 
en myself up tohim before; and, 
I trust, he will not now forsake 
me. I have at times felt my 
faith so strong, thatl have thought 
that, if an angel from Heaven 
had come to me, with an assur- 
ance of my salvation, I could not 
have more firmly believed it.’ 
He then repeated, with peculiar 
animation, the following verse 
from Dr. Doddridge : 


‘On thy dear cross 1 fix mine eyes, 
Then raise them to thy seat, 

Till love dissolye my inmost_ soul 

At my Redeemer’s feet.’ 
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* Such,’ added he, 


experience.’ 
When his friends said that they 


‘has been my 


‘had hoped it would have vi 


the will of God to lengthen his 
life, but that it would be selfish 
to detain him here with such hap- 
piness m view, ‘ Yes,’ he replied, 
‘[T have no wish to live. Heav- 
en is a glorious place! My pray- 
er is, That I may possess, not 
merely a firm reliance, but a tri- 
umphant hope in the prospect of 
death !—this, I trust, my heaven- 
ly Father will grant me !’ 

On his being informed by his 
father, that his medical attend- 
ants had pronounced his case to 
be hopeless, he expressed surprise; 
but without any change of coun- 
tenance. He said that, though 
he had, for several days, believ- 
ed himself to be in a very criti- 
cal state, he had looked forward 
to weeks, or, perhaps, months of 
longer life ; ‘but I have a bright 
prospect,’ he added, ‘ beyond the 
grave! and, though I feel my- 
self a vile, unworthy sinner, yet 
I trust that God has accepted 

e, through my blessed Redeem- 
er. Ihave felt the sweet draw- 
ings of his Spirit, and the assu- 
santias of his love. Yes; Jesus 
is mine, and I am his!—I know 
that he has loved me!—TI re- 
gret that I have done so little 

for him in life; and had pope to 
be raised up, that I might hon- 
or him by some eminent services. 
I have no wish to live but for this 
end,—that I] may glorify that 
God who has done so much ter 

me.’ He then spoke again of 
the delightful view tha ithe had 
of the love of the Savior in dy- 
ing for him.; to which we have 
alluded’ in the former part of this 
narrative. ‘After supplicating 
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the divine mercy,’ said he, ‘ with 
particular importunity, going 
through the whole work of re- 
demption and applying it to my- 
self, then it was that, in a-mast 
remarkable manner, I felt the 
Spirit bearing wituess. with my 
spirit, that I was one of the chil- 
dren of God ; and so overpower- 
ing was it, that I could not brit 
weep for joy. Though FI trust 
that, long before I ‘had yielded 
myself. up to God, and had ex- 
perienced at times his love shed 
abroad in my heart, yet it was 
not constant ;—but, since that 
time, I do not know that 1 have 
entertained one doubt; and I 
trust that my Redeemer will 
grant me his grace, to hold on 
to the end, * He will never break 
the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax,’ 

When one of his sisters said 
that his friend: only had reason 
for sorrow, he replied, * And 
why you, my dear? Follow on, 
and you shall attain? He.then 
took each of them by the hand, 
saying that this affliction had 
greatly endeared them all to him : 
and expressed his earnest hope 
that they might all meet around 
the throne, and join in praising 
ziim who sits on the throne, and 
the Lamb for ever and ever. 
‘There,’ said he, ‘I shall meet 
my dear mother and brother, and 
all our relations, who are now in 
glory.’ He then repeated the 
280th Hymn of Dr. Doddridge, 
with a sively emotion, and partic- 
ularly the following verse :— 


‘Yes; thou hast low’d this sinful 
worn, 
Hast given thyself for me ; 
Hast brought me from eternal death, 


Nail’d to thé bloody tree.’ 


Memoir of Mr. Stephew Hallett Gatding. 323 


He regretted that he had not 
been earher apprized of his: sita- 
ation, a3, he said, x had prevezit- 
ed bis enjoyme the company of 
his chricuan frends, and many 
delightful seasons of coramunion 
with God; thar it had led bro 
to spend those lhowss im attentios 
to his health, which should have 
keen devoted to the service of hus 
Redeezoer: ‘But FI bless Ged,” 
he added, ¢ the great workss not 
now tobe done! I can cali God 
my Father, Christ my Redeemer. 
I have cfien thought of the kasz 
memorandum in George’s Drary, 
in which he speaks of the love of 
the Savior as expressive of my 
own feelings.” He then quoted 
the following extract from it :— 
‘Thad to-day, in the house of 
God, so clear a view of the love 
of Christ m dying for sinners, 
that I could truly say with the 
apostle, * The love of Christ con- 
straineth me.”’ 

A few hours after, he convers- 
ed with his brother in the lan- 
guage of joyiul expectation. ‘ No 
one,’ says he, ‘who has tasted of 
the joys of Heaven, would wish 
to come back again to earth,’ a- 
dopting, as expressive of his own 
experience, these animated lines 
in Dr. Watts’ Misccllanies ; 


‘Weak as my zealis, yet my zeal is 
pure ; 

It bears the trying furnace, Love dis 
vine 

Constrains me: I am thine, Incar- 
nare love 

Has sei2’d, and holds me in Almigiity 
arms, 

ITere’s my salvation, my eternei hope, 

Amidst the wreck of worlds and d3- 
Ing Nature 

Iam the Lord’s, and he forever mine !° 


During the remainder of the day, 
though he suffered much from a 
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fresh hemorrhage, he discover- 
ed singular patience, not uttering 
amurmur or compiaint, but calm- 
ly acquiescing in the sovereign 
pleasure of God. 

Complaining on€ morning to 
his friends that his communion 
with God had, during the past 
night, been suspended, they en- 
deavoréd to comfort him, by as- 
cribing it to the effect of his dis- 
order. ‘Ah!’ said he,‘do not 
talk so. Is not that an evil to be 
lamented, which has occasioned 
my heavenly Father to withdraw 
the sensible assurances of his love? 
ds not that an evil, to remain 
without communion with my 
God ?—but’ added he, ‘ though 
he may have withdrawn the full 
assurance of his love for a time, 
my Savior will return again! I 
know that he will return; and 
though weeping may .endure for 
a night, joy will come in the 
morning.’ ‘Then, lifting up his 
eyes, he said, *O, my heavenly 
Father! can such an. unworthy 
sinner as I, hope for thy favor? 
Never, but for thy unchangeable 
love !—never, but for thy bound- 
less mercy ! Though our feelings 
vary, thou changest not! Thou 
wilt never leave those who have 
felt so much of thy gracious pres- 
ence!’ ‘Throughout this day he 
continued in a very devotional 
temper ; and finding that it was 
the Sabbath, he said, ‘If this be 
my last Sabbath on earth, I shall 
spendan eterral Sabbathin Heav- 
en.’» When his father and sister 
were. moving the bed-chair for 
him, he said, ‘ These bones, which 
are now moved in this chair, 
will shortly be mouldering in the 
tomb.’ He then enlarged on 
the superior happiness which the 
soul would experience when dis- 
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missed from this state of infirmi- 
ty, and repeated an exprescion 
similar to what he had before ut- 
tered, that he had wished to hon- 
ot God hy some signal service in 
life ; ‘but if he choose,’ he add- 
ed, ‘to take me from this state of 
pain and sickness, to serve him in 
perfection above, it will be infi- 
nitely better, and I am sure I 
shall not repine.’ 

He frequently spoke, ‘in the 
course of the day, in the same 
pleasing manner; but when he 
awoke, about 11 at night, he ex- 
pressed, with perfect composure 
and clearness, such emotions of 
joy for more than an hour, that 
he appeared to be like one on the 
confines of glory ; and it is to be 
regretted, that the feelings of his 
friends were so overpowered, as 
to prevent their retaining his rap- 
turous expressions. No part of 
his dying testimony w2s more im- 
pressive. His appeals to Heav- 
en, as a test of his past experience, 
were particularly solemn and af- 
fecting. In the full and trium- 
phant hope of future blessedness, 
he repeated, with a small altera- 
tion, the following verses from a 
hymn of Dr, Doddridge— 


‘ Jesus, my soul’s eternal theme, 
My iransport and my trust ; 

Jewels to thee are gaudy toys, 
And gold is sordid dust. 


I'll speak the honors of thy name 
With my last lab’ring breath ; 
Then, speechless, clasp thee in my 
arms, 
The Antidote of death.’ 


While uttering these words, he 
clasped his hands and raised his 
eyes, with a countenance expres- 
sive of his heavenly transport. 
The next morning, seeing his 
sisters by his bed-side, he said, 
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‘ Through the Goodness of God, 
we live to behold each other a- 
gain !—this isa mercy ! but, if it 
had pleased ‘him, 1 should have 
been glad to fave been taken the 
past night.’ © His sisters replied, 
‘That God ‘would take him in his 
own time, which is the best. ‘it 
is,” said he, ‘and in the mean 
time I hope to enjoy communi- 
cations of his grace, by continual 
intercourse with Heaven; for, 
in proportion as we maintain ha- 
bitual intereourse with God, we 
shall taste the consolations of his 
Spirit.’ Late in the evening he 
called them to his bed-side, say- 
ing, ‘ My time isnowcome.’ He 
then took each ef their hands, 
and committed them most affec- 
tionately to the care of their 
heavenly Father. | 
On Tuesday afternoon, feeling 
the approaches of death, he broke 
cut in these rapturous expres- 
sions :—* I find now it is no delu- 
sion! My ‘hopes aré ‘well found- 
ed! I shall soon join the blissful 
company around thethrone! Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, fei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart 
of man ‘to conceive the glory I 
shall shortly partake of ! Read 
your Bible! I shall read mine 
no more!—no more need it!’ 
When his brother said to him, 
* You seem to enjoy foretastes of 
heaven,” ‘ O !’ replied he, ¢ this is 
no longer a foretaste !—this is 
heaven! I not only feel the cli- 
mate, but I breathe the fine am- 
brosial air of Heaven, and soon 
shall enjoy the company! Can 
this be dying? This body seems 
no longer to belong to the soul ! 
It appears only as a curtain that 
covers it; and soon I shall drop 
this curtain, and be set at liber- 
ty? Then, putting his hand to 
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his breast, he exclaimed, ‘I re- 
joice to feel these bones give 
way !’—-repeating it, ‘I rejoice 
to feel these bones give way, as it 
tells me I shall shortly be with 
my God in glory !’ 
Notwithstanding these supports 
and enjoyments, our young fricnd 
was not permitted to ‘ pass thro’ 
the valley of the shadow of death’ 
undisturbed. ‘The powers of 
darkness molested ‘him, and, for 
a short season, almost overwhelm- 
ed him with despair, Let not 
the reader suppose that we ascribe 
all the distress which is felt ona 
death-bed, to the influence or sug- 
gestions of Satan, It is some- 
times to be imputed to the just 
reproofs of an enlightened and 
cuilty conscience, and frequently 
to imperfect views of religton,-or 
to the mere effect -of bodily in- 
firmity ;—but let it not be ima- 
eined, on the other hand, that we 
are to discard all ideas of the a- 
gency of evil spirits on these af- 
fecting occasions. If Satan was 
permitted to infest the Captain of 
our salvation in his dying ago- 
nies, can we wonder that his fol. 
lowers are exposed to his attacks 
in similar circumstances? If he 
practised his devices on the prim- 
itive Christians, we have no rea- 
son to expect an exemption from, 
his malicious assaults. In conse- 
quence, therefore,* we presume, 
of such. temptations, our friend 
experienced a sudden transition 
from the highest joy to the very 
deepest distress. Hts count 
nance suddenly changed, and he 
exclaimed, ‘What a cloud has 
come over me! What can this 
be? Tamlost! Iam lost! [| 
was taken,’ says he, ‘tothe por 
tals of heaven, and was about te 
enter it, when the door was shut 
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against me; and now [ shall nev- 
er, never see that glorious place !’ 
When he was reminded of his 
past enjoyments, ‘ Yes,’ said he, 
¢I have been favored with the 
manifestations of his love; but I 
have grieved his Spirit, and he is 
withdrawn from me for ever ;’ 
repeating these words, ‘If thou 
forsake him, hé will cast thee off 
forever.’ Then, turning to his 
friends, he saidtothem, ina most 
pathetic manner, ‘ Take warning 
by me!’ He then addressed him- 
self to God, lamenting the mise- 
ry of his absence, and dreading 
an eternal separation from him ; 
saying,‘ O, my Father! shall I 
never see thy face ?—Shail I 
be banished forever from thy 
smiles,—from those smiles which 
make the bliss of Heaven? How 
can I bear the thought? Have I 
not, at times, experienced such 
joys in thy ways, as to make me 
esteem all things here as dung 
and dross, as unworthy my re- 
gard ?—and shall I never realize 
those delightful anticipations ?’ 
His father then said to him, 
*¢ But could you enjoy the com- 
pany of the wicked in the regions 
of despair ?’—* O, no!’ said he, 
‘their eompany here is my ab- 
horrence !’——“‘ What is it then, 
which gives you so much dis- 
tress ?”?—* Because I have tempt- 
ed his Spirit, and he is withdrawn 
from me for ever.’—‘‘ But are 
you not grieved for his depart- 
ure ? and do you not wish for his 
return ?”’—‘I would give all the 
world, if I possessed it, to obtain 
one hope of it.’ * Do vou think 
then your past experience a delu- 
sion ??—* No, 1 know it was not 
a delusion ; I have had such joys 
in the ways of God, as the wick- 
ed know not of ;—such delightful 
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anticipations of the bliss of Heav- 
en, that I thought I should cer- 
tainly arrive there.’?; He contin- 
ued in this state far,a considera. 
ble time ; and neither the. pray- 
ers nor conversation of his friends 
afforded him any relief. In these 
afflicting circumstances he ad- 
dressed the Lord, with such an 
importunity and awful solemnity 
as his attendants had never seen 
on,any occasion. ‘ Have I not,’ 
says he, ‘ given myself up to thee? 
Have I not chosen thee for my 
portion? Hast thon not assured 
me of thy love? And wilt thou 
now cast me off forever ??—Af- 
ter uttering these, and other ex- 
pressions, to the same purpose, a 
divine light irradiated‘the gloom ; 
and he was enabled to triumph o- 
ver the delusions of the tempter. 

After this, as much as his ill- 
ness permitted, he was generally 
employed in devotion -or in reli- 
gious conversation, which indi- 
cated. the happy state of his mind, 
At one time he said, ‘I have al- 
ways considered that religion was 
net to be made a by-concern, but 
the supreme object of life.’ On 
another. occasion, he said to his 
father, “I desire to be thankful 
for the restraints of a good edu- 
cation.” At another time he said, 
‘ This bed has been witness to ma- 
ny sweet Seasons of communion 
with my God.’ 

On the Friday morning pre- 
ceding his death, being asked it 
Christ was precious to him, he 
replied, in an ecstacy of joy, ‘O 
yes, he is precious indeed! very 
precious! I am very confident 
of this very thing, that he who 
hath begun the good work will 
perform it.’ He spoke much 
more to the same purpore ; but 
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art of what he said, his friends 
could not fully ‘understand. 

On the Lord’s Day morning, 
shortly before he died, having 
called his father and sisters to 
his bed-side, he addrested each 
of them for some time; and 
afterwards offered up a fervent 

rayer for them. But his voice 
failing, little could be under- 
stood. But after this helay per- 
fectly composed, with a heavenly 
Serenity of countenance. His 
breath became gradually shorter, 
till at length, without a sigh or a 
struggle, he fell asleep in Jecus. 
The last words which he was 
heard to utter were, § Glory, g clo. 
ry, glory!’ Hedied onthe Lord’s 
Day, April 17th, 1808, in the 
24th year of his age. 

The preceding memoir may 
probably be read by some young 
persons who have devoted much 
of their time to literary pursuits. 
Tt is possible, that in consequence 
of their connexions, or the course 
of their reading and study, they 
have been accustomed to associate 
all that is ignorant and grove lling 
with their ideas of what is denomt- 
nated Vital Religion. Butletthem 
here contemplate nae of distin- 
guished abilities, whogloricd in the 
truths which they have learnt to 
despise. It deserves too their seri- 
ous consideration, whether the 
principles which they have substi- 
tuted for them, can inspire such a 
superiority to worldly attractions, 
or make them equally tess to 
quit all that is dear and lovely 
life, and enter on the scene of an 
untried eternity. 
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We hope that this narrative 
may serve to obviate an _objec- 
tion, which the young often feel 
against serious religion. If they 
think that it isadapted to make 
them unhappy, let them consider 
its effect on the subject of ths me- 
moir. Possessing all the ardent 
feelings of youth, he made light of 
present pleasures, and the most 
flattering prospects of honor and 
interest ; in consequence of the su- 
perior comfort which he derived 
from religion. It is surely then 


the want, not the possession of 


piety which at any time -renders 
men wretched or gloomy. 

What an affecting proof has 
been here exhibited of the uncer- 


tainty of worldly hopesand enjoy-: 


nr The youthful eye, that 
nay benow moving overthis page, 
may also before the end of anoth- 
er short year, be mouldered to 
dust and the immortal s pirit by 
which it is animated, be feeds in 
a state of happiness or misery. 
How dreadful will the conse- 
quence be, if time shall have been 
presumptucusly trifled away, and 
a preparation for eternity have 
been entirely neglected ! 

We hope tat pious parents 
will be encourayed by this me- 
moir, to attend to the most im- 
portant concernsof their children. 
The best education indeed can- 
not produce real reitgton; and 
whether a Timothy or a Zacheus 
be converted to God, the change 
must be ascribed to the oderation 
of the Spirit. But prudent, pious, 
persevering endeavors have sel- 
dom failed of ultimately obtain- 
ing a.blessing. Pas 
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Eonsistency of Divine Sovereignty, and the necessity of Means: 
J Suy 


(Continued from page 502.) 


IF the foregoing remarks, de- 
signed to illustrate the proposi- 
tion above stated, be just, seve- 
ral important considerations ap- 
pear to result from them, which 
will now be noticed. 

1. It appears to be agreeable 
to the constitution of nature, or 
divine appointment, that all e- 
vents should be brought about 
by the use of means. Of theses 
there are a great variety, by which 
ends are obtained, both in the na- 
tural and moral worlds. Some 
are calculated solely for crea- 
tures ; and some are used by God, 
independently of any influence or 
ageney of creatures. Ic is true, 
that effects are sometimes produ- 
ced, the cause of which is un- 
known to men. 
ts no proof that any thing has 
been effected without means. 


Causes may be out of sight,. 


while effects arg obvious. In gen- 
eral, there appears to be a uni- 
formity in the course of nature, 
and in the moral government of 
the world. That is to say, the 
game means, which now operate 
to rencer the earth productive, to 
vary the seasons of the year, to 
prolong the lives of men, and to 
eut short their days, to effect the 
salgation of the righteous, and 
the final destruction of the im- 
penitent, ever have, and there 1s 
reason to believe, ever will ope- 
rate, tili the end of time. 

Ly this, mankind are taught, 


This, however, ° 


what is proper for them to do, 
with a View to the attainment of 
desirable ends; also what their 
Maker must do, to render their 
exertions effectual. If the neces- 
saries and the comforts of life 
are to be obfained, the earth must 
be cultivated with dependance on 
divine providence, at the same 
time, for the favorable influence 
of such means as cannot be con- 
troled by creatures. If eternal 
life be the object in view; it is 
evident, that moral means must 
be faithfully and diligently used, 
trusting in God to effect by the 
agency of his Holy Spirit, 2 
change in the disposition of the 
heart, without which nothing 
will be done acceptable in his 
sight. ‘* Without me ye can do 
nothing” is the declaration of the 
Savior. This is equally true beth: 


in relation to the temporai cub- 


sistence and the eternal salvation 
of mankind. 

2. It appears, that the duty of 
mankind consists in using means 
to accomplish such purposes, 2% 
their reason and the word df&Gcd 
teach them ought to be effecteds 
They see, that some actions of 
creatures tend to happiness, oth- 
ers to misery. And since it is 
the nature of man to be always 
active, itis evident, that all will 
be continually doing something, 
which will either increase or ¢!- 
minish the sum of happiness in 
the world. So far as men arc ac- 
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tdated by a benevolent disposi- 
tion they will use means to in- 
crease happiness. ‘This is one 
great end of the divine govern- 
ment, with which benevolence 
harmonizes: But, under'the in- 
fluence of a Selfish or sinful dis- 
position, means will be tsed, 
which ténd to misery, 

So fat as the glory of God and 
the good of his moral kingdom 
may be promoted by the exer- 
tions of micn, they ‘are able to 
compass their ¢nds, though their 
Motives may be evil. urther 
than this, they cannot go. “ The 
wrath of .man shall praise the 
Lord, but'the remainder of wrath 
he will restrain.” That is, he 
will frustrate their designs by cau- 
Sing other ‘consequences to-result 
from their doings, than what they 
contemplated. Many transac- 
tions, illustratrve of this truth, are 
recorded m the sacred scriprures. 
Joseph’s brethren, ‘being thoved 
with envy, sold him‘for a'slave ; 
designing, in this way, to destroy 
him. ‘The means'they used to 
effect their wicked purpose, in te- 
lation to their innocent brother, 
were such, as rational beings, un- 
der the control ofa maltgnant 
disposition, would consider thé 
most eligible in ‘view of <all cit- 
cumrstanceés. But, God had 
means ‘to ‘cotinteract their vile 
and unnatural project ; be meant 
this as he does all other things, 
for good, ‘to save much people 
alive. 

The chief priests and elders of 
the Jews ‘were ‘displeased with 
the character and doctrines of 
Christ. They took counsel. to- 
gether ; and ‘adopted the best 
means, that human wisdom'could 
devise, to banish ‘him and his doc- 
trines ‘from ‘the world. ‘They 
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gratified their malicé -by putting 
him to death, in a cruel and infa- 
mous manner. But God has 
made this the méans of the eternal 
salvation of an innumerable mul- 
titude of perishing sinners. The 
enemies of the cross perceiving 
that ‘they had not ‘been successful 
in their attacks upon the Lord of 
¢lory, turned their vengeance up- 
on his followers. They heaped 
many indigntties and reproaches 
on his Apostles, dispersed the 
‘church in Jerusalem, designing, by 
this procedure, to exterminate eve- 
ty vestige of christianity ; but all 
this, under God, contributed rath- 
er to the furtherance of the Gos- 
oe ee eee 
3. This ‘subject tay lead us to 
entertain a correct view of the 
‘doctrine df election, decrees, or 
predestination, as it is taught in 
‘the scriptures, concerning which 
there is much altercation, and 
shews us, that it ts not inconsist- 
‘ent with the necessity of means. 
Should it be inquired what is to 
be understood by these terms, it 
may be replied, that they import, 
that God is effecting ali his wise, 
benevolent and glorious purposes, 
in the kmgdoms of nature, provi- 
dence and grace, by the use of 
tmeans, accotding to the counsels 
of his ‘own will. . It appears, that 
there is a concurrence of human 
and divine agency in the produc. 
tion of-effects; or that there ara 
means which creatures use, and 
means which God uses ; and that 
the former‘are subordinate to the 
latter. God, as well as creatures, 
is using means, which are adapt- 
ed to'particular ends ; and has e8- 
tablished a connexion between 
means and ends: And this is 
tantamount to saying, that he has 
determined onthe existence ofsuch 
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eévents asthe means he uses are 
calculated to produce. To ad- 
mit the contrary, derogates from 
the power and independence of 
Deity, and places him on a level 
with his creatures. If it can be 
made.to appear that God ever 
did, or ever will use means to 
bring about an event, and yet the 
event did not take place, then it 
follows that he must be imperfect. 
But, if he. always does his pleas- 
ure, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of rebellious men and angels, 
then he is a sovereign on the 
throne,. and will cause all things 
to conspire to promote his gle 
ry; and the best interest of his 
moral kingdom. Creatures, at 
the.same time, will act freely in 
allthatthey do; and the final des- 
truction of the wicked will result, 
not from a want of a certain con- 
nexion between what they may do 
and the attainment of the ends 
proposed, but from their not be- 
ing disposed to act for the divine 
glory, and aggreeably to the di- 
vine will, so far as this will has 
been made known to them. 

4, It is observable, that the 
doctrine of divine sovereign- 
ty, as it results from the fore- 
going remarks on the nature and 
importance of means, and as it Js 
commonly taught by those who 
adhere to‘the principles of the 
reformation, is, in most respects 
pleasing to mankind. God has 
decreed that seed time and har- 
vest shall never fail. He has es- 
tablished a connexion, in most ca- 
ses, between industry and econo- 
my and the acquisition of proper- 
ty. This purpose or determina- 


tion of Deity is all the encour- 
agement creatures have to use 
means to obtain a subsistence, or 


They are 


to acquire property, 
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encouraged: to use means to res 
cover health, when sick, since they 
have leaent that God has fixed a 
connexion between the use of cer- 
tain prescriptions, and the remov- 
al of certain diseases, in many 
cases. If they had noidea of a- 
ny thing like this, it is thought 
that there would be no in- 
ducement to call a physician, m 
cases of bodily indisposition. In 
short, mankind are pleased with 
the idea of divine sovereignty, in 
the most absolute sense, so far as 
it respects the production of e- 
vents, which are agreeable to 
their -natural feelings. This 
prompts the miser to use means 
to fill his coffers; the farmer: to 
replenish his stores ; the merchant 
to buy and sell, that he may get 
gain; the sick man to call a 
physician ; -and the temperate 
man to prolong life. 

But there is one case; in which, 
it is believed, that no one of the 
human race, in his natural state, 
was ever pleased with the sove- 
reignty of God. ‘That is in re- 
gard to Salvation. In this mat- 
ter, as in all others, there are 
means for men to use, and means 
which God uses ; and the success 
of human means, in this, as in all 
other cases, depends on the good 
pleasure of him, who does all 
things according to the counsels 
of his own will. ‘ Of his mercy 
he saveth us by the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost.”? Why, it 
may be inquired here, are not sin- 
ners encouraged to seek for sal- 
vation, since they have the fullest 
assurances from the holy oracles, 
that God has determined to glori- 
fy himself, by saving some of the 
fallen race of men, as much a3 
they are to plough and plant, ow 








ge a ee eee as 


1810.) - 


account of his having determined 
that there shall be seed time and 
harvest ? ‘ The reasonis obvious,’ 
the objector willsay : * I do not 
know that Tam one whom God 
has determined to save; if Iam 


not, it can avail nothing tor me to- 


strive.’ But, let him pursue this 
mode of reasoning, that he may 
be consistent, in all his conduct. 
Let him say, ‘Edo not know that 
Iam one of those who shall reap, 
it lsow: and if I am not, I may 
as well suffer my field to remain 
uncultivated. FE amsick, but I do. 


not know that I am one of the 


number whom God has determin- 
ed to restore to health, if | am not, 
it will be vain to apply to a phy- 
sician.? The impropriety of this 
reasoning is readily perceived. 
All men are sensible that they 
have abundant encouragement, 
for attending te the ordinary bu- 
siness of life. Sinners find no 
embarrassments in any thing, sa- 
ving in the concerns of religion, 
the matter of their salvation. In 
this, they complain, that they are 
stripped of their free agency, and 
tied hand and foot, by this doc- 
trine of fatality. And yet it is 
most evident, that the sovereignty 
or decrees of God are not a whit 
more absolute in this affair, than 
they are in every thing else. 

It cannot be that a want of suf- 
ficient encouragement is the real 
motive which induces sinners to 
neglect the use of such means as 
God has appointed for the attain- 
ment of salvation; seeing they 
find no difficulty in other concerns. 
There must be something in this 
matter which has not yet been 
brought into view. Should they 
be told that however faithtully 
and diligently they may labor on 
their farms, it can avail nothing 
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unless God has determined’ to 
send them a fruitful season, they 
would manifest no surprise, nor 
abate any thing of their exertions. 
to obtain a plentiful harvest. 
But, if at any time, they are 
told that their exertions to 
obtain heaven will avail noth- 
ing, unless God has determin- 
ed on their salvation, or in:the 
words of an Apostle, ‘ chosen 
them to salvation, through sancti- 
fication of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth,’ they will often appear 
to be shocked at what they are 
pleased to call the inconsistency 
and impiety of such expressions. 
Yet there appears to be a perfect 
similarity in these two cases, in re- 
gard to the sovereignty of God, 
and it is not seen that there ts any 
thing more discouraging or inex- 
plicable in one case than in the 
other, notwithstanding, there is a 
vast difference in the feelings of 
mankind in relation to them. 

To account for this, let it be 
supposed that. sinners now have 
the same feelings in regard tothe 
riches, honors and pleasures. of 
this world, which they uniformly 
manifest in relation to spiritual 
things. The supposition is that 
they have an habitual disrelish or 
disaffection of heart towards the 
pleasures of sense, and an habitu- 
al regard for the divine character 
andlaw. In.this case, it is be- 
lieved, that the pursuits of man- 
kind would bedire ctly thereverse 
of what they now are. Multi- 
tudes would be pressing into the 
kingdom of heaven, believing 
that: they had abundant encour- 
agement thus to do, because 
God has said, that “he wiil have 
mercy on whom he will have 
mercy.”’ On the other hand, it 
wow'd be said, there is no encour- 
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apement to labour for bread,. or 
wealth or honor, since God has 
said or determined, * that the 
race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong, neither yet 
bread to the wise, nor yet riches 
to men of understanding, nor yet 
favor to men of skill.” 

5. If every purpose, both in 
the natural and moral worlds, is 
by divine appointment, tobe ef- 
fected by means; and there are 
means for creatures to use, that 
they may be workers together 
with God, then there is no reason 
to expect, that any purpose, or 
end will be accomplished, relative 
to their temporal or eternal wel- 
fare, for the accomplishment of 
which they useno means. The 
husbandman may look in vain for 
fruit, from an uncultivated field. 
The student cannot expect to be- 
come learned, unless he apply 
himself to his books. The sinner 
has no reason to hope that he shall 
obtain heaven, unless he attend 
properly to the means, that God 
has appointed to prepare nim for 
heaven. | 

Let all such as habitually neg- 
lect all religious duties, and pay 
no regard to the interests of their 
souls, seriously consider this sub- 
ject. They have doubtless in- 
vented excuses for their negli- 
gence, and in a great measure 
silenced the upbraidings of con- 
science, Some are displeased 
with the sovereignty of God, and 
falsely infer from this doctrine, 
that it is of no consequence, as it 
respects their salvation, how they 
improve their time or their talents, 
After the apostle Paul was assur- 
ed, by a vision, that no one of the 
multitude who sailed with him 
in the ship, should perish in the 
storm, he declare; 19 them that 
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they could not be saved except 
they abode in the ship. With 
equal propriety, it may be 
declared to all sinners, that they 
cannot be saved, except they re- 
pent ; and from a principle of 
obedience, perform all the duties 
God requires of them. And the 
necessity for attending to the ap- 
pointed means is as great, in this 
case, as it would beif they were 


independent. 
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Diarocus II. 


Wispom having no success in 
his attempts to persuade Mr. 
Greedy to seek the one thing 
needful, and finding that it was 
his present determination to gain 
the world, even tf the conse- 
quence were the loss of his soul, 
turned from him, and took a 
walk im the Streets. Persons 
were continually passing in great 
haste, as though the objects of 
their pursuit were of infinite 
value. Hecried aloud in their 
ears, come walk in my ways for 
they are pleasant and my paths 
are peace. But no one listened. 
The cry of the world, who will 
show us any good, drowned the 
voice of wisdom. Passing along 
he saw a person walking towards 
him with slow steps, and with de- 
jected looks, and tears were flow- 
ing plentifully from his eyes, 
His name was Sorrowful. When 
Wisdom met him he ingnired ; 
What is the,cause of your appar- 
ent griet ? 


Scrrowful, JT have enough we 
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grieve me ; but whether at will 
be safe to make known my case 
to you, Tam not certaim. 

Wis. Why not? I am. the 
friend of men, a friend especially 
to sinners. My whale time is 
employed in persuading sinners 
to turn unto God and live, in 
comforting the dejected, and edi- 
fymg the followers of Christ. 

Sor. 1k have met with such 
professed friends before, and they 
have proved deceivers. I begin 
to suspect that the Lord Jesus 
has but a few real friends in this 
world. It is my earnest desire to 
find one true, experienced follow- 
er of Christ, to whom I may 
disclose my whole heart, and 
from whom I may receive such 
instruction and hght, in my pres- 
ent state of darkness, as I greatly 
need. There is something in 
your appearance very inviting. 
May I ask your name ? 

Wis. My name is Wisdom. 
Jam much pleased to find that 
you have learned, that persons 
may appear in sheep’s clothing, 
yet inwardly be ravening wolves. 
You ought to be on your guard, 
for there are many deceivers. 

Sor. Are you the person cal- 
led Wisdom, and have you the 
character which your appearance 
indicates ? Your appearance is 
mild, gentle, . serene, humble, 
merciful, divine, JI have often 
heard of Wisdom. I will ven- 
ture to lay my case before you. 
I beseech you not to decieve me. 


Wis. You may do wt with 


safety. My words shall agree 
with my profession. 

Sor. 1 am a great sinner. 
When a child I was sometimes 
alarmed with a sense of my con- 
dition, but by indulging in child- 
ish. plays and follies, my fears 
were driven away, and for the 
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most part | lived avery thought- 


less life. When 1 became a youth 
I gave myself wholly to the prac- 
tice of youthful vanities. I was 
excessively fond off every kind of 
vain amusement, ef dress, and 
making a brilliant appearance in 
the world. 

Wis.. But had you no fiend 
to tell you the the truth, and to 
wara you of your danger ? 

Sor. I had. My parents were 
serious, religious characters. 
‘They often told me that amuse- 
ments were alluring snares, by 
which youth are often entangled, 
to the ruin of theirsouls. But I 
considered them as full of super- 
stition, and as aiming to deprive 
me of my sweetest pleasures. I 
made myself believe that they 
were pnreasonably strict and rig- 
id, and that it was my duty to 
live a life of pleasure. My min. 
ister, Mr. Faithfal, was daily 
warning me and my youthful 
companions of our danger. 
‘Though we viewed all we did as 
innocent and lawful, yet he la- 
bored to convince us of our sins 
and danger. He often tried to 
convince us that our pleasures 


| were our gods ; that we preferred 


them to the Son of God. He 
said that it was lawful for Judas 
to love money, but it was awful 
wickedness in him to value it 
above Christ. ‘This inordinate 
love led him to destruction. Then 
he would ask, my young friends, 
can you be so bliad, as not to see, 
that loving your pleasures above 
Christ, is treating him with great 
indignity, and will figally end in 
your ruin? Though we could 
not answerhim; yet we could 
easily, as soon as we left the house 
of God, and began to converse 
about our vanities, erase every 
impression made.upop our minds, 
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and excite vain merriment in each 
other’s hearts. But my parents 
and minister’ are dead. I shall 
see them no more, till I meet 
them at the bar of God. And, 
unless I have repentance, they 
will be witnesses to condemn me 
forever. 

Wis. Oh how wonderful is 
the patience of God! Is it not 
astonishing he did not suddenly 
destroy you, for treating his ever 
blessed Son with such contempt 
as to say practically, as you did, 
that ia worth such vain pleasures 
far exceeded him, and all the 
glories of his kingdom ? 

Sor. Yes, I now see it was 
owing to the patience and mercy 
of God that I am not lifting up 
my eyesintorments. But thus 
I lived, wearying the patience of 
God, by gratifying every inclina- 
tion of the heart, till IT was al- 
most thirty. ‘The deaths of my 
parents, and minister, which hap- 
pened nearly together, led me to 
reflect on eternal realities. I was 
toon convinced that my life had 
been spent in sin, and that I had 
nothing to expect but endless 
misery. 

Vis. But had you no view of 
. your heart ? 

Sor. For some time I had 
none atall. One day, reflecting 
on the follies of my life, this 
thought occurred; From what 
fountain could so many polluted 
streams flow? This turned my 
eyesinward. I was soon convin- 
ced that my heart was the cause 
of all the follies of my life. 
Then I began to see my heart to 
be full of blindness, unbelief, and 
stupidity, and totally destitute of 
love to God, and of all feeling 
for any thing, but the objects of 
this world. I appeared more 
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vile in my own sight, than ever 
before, and anxiously enquired, 
what I should do to be saved. 


Wis. Could you not find any 
person, in this situation to instruct 
you? 

Sor. There were numbers, 


who were ready to afford me as- 
sistance. One told me God was 
a merciful being, and never could, 
and never would punish sinneis 
with endless destruction. This, 
he said, would be perfectly incon. 
sistent with justice. However 
his words had but little effect. 
For I once believed, as he did, 
and I now saw, why I embraced 
this sentiment. It was, that | 
might live in sin without having 
my peace disturbed with fears of 
future punishment. But when [ 
was convinced of the awful wick. 
edness of my heart and life, I was 
so far from thinking it unjust in 
God to punish as he had threat- 
ened, I wondered he did not send 
me immediately to the world of 
endless despair. I could, there- 
fore, no longer rest on the foun- 
dation, which had supported a 
false hope. Another told me, I 
had nothing to fear, for I had 
become a goodman. You have, 
said he, reformed, and become 
strictly moral, and daily endeav- 
our to do as well as you can ; and 
what more can be required of 
you ? Only continue in your 
present course, and cultivate the 
good principles, which are with- 
in, and every moral habit, you 
will soon find it easy to live a re- 
ligious life, and make progress in 
the road to perfection. But all 
this had no influence. For I 
knew I had no goodness in me, 
and never could be saved, unless 
my heart was created anew. 

Wis. Ic is well you had so much 
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light as to reject this error. 
‘Thousands embrace it, and perish 
init. Itis an easy way to get to 
heaven. Jt does not require 
much self denial, and by con- 
necting their salvation with their 
own exertions, and good endeav- 
curs, itkeeps the dependence of 
mankind on sovereign mercy, out 
of view, which ever disgusts the 
natural heart. 

Sor. Another told me, that 
sinners under conviction always 
grow better, and areina good 
way 3 and if I would continue 
to pray often, and perform other 
religious duties, I should certainly 
‘it good man, and reach 
heaven. This did not agree with 
my experiences and views. Yet 
I did net know what to think, 
and began to doubt whether I 
was not deceived. Because he 
Was a person outwardly, and vis- 
ibly the most zealous, and engag- 
ed in religion of any person with 
whom I was acquainted. His 
great, apparent zeal, made me 
believe he was achristian. He 
frequently told his experiences. 
He had, as he related, the most 
remarkable dreams, and visions ; 
he had seen very marvellous ob- 
jects, some of which were very 
‘rightful, and some very beautt- 
ful ; invisible agents had often 
‘poken to him, and whispered in 
his ears ; and his body had, at 
times, aen greatly agitated. I[ 
thought he must certainly be a 
Christian. Yet one thing ap- 
peared strange to me. In his re- 
lations, he seldom said any thing 


| Tespecting the wickedness and 
plague of his own heart. 


It was 
obvious, that he entertained a 
very high opinion of his own 
goodness. For he hadno doubt, 
but he was a good man. He 
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would sometimes say that he was 
a great sinner; yet it would 
seem as though he said it to make 
others have a good opinion of 
him. But as such a person, I 
thought must be a good man, I 
daily listened to-his instructions. 
I now expected, if I was ever 
converted, to .experience such 
things as he’ experienced.. I was 
daily expecting to have visions, to 
hear voices speaking aloud, or 
whispering in my ears, and to feel 
some power Operating in the most 
sensible manner on my body. By 
looking for such internal, and 
extraordinary eflects my atten- 
tion was whollyjtaken off from 
my heart, and I became in a 
measure a stranger to myself. 
While I was in this condition, £ 
had a very remarkable dream, 
which, as I interpreted it, gave 
me some hope, that I had become 
a real Christian. This was fol. 
lowed with bodily effects, which 
were unusual and surprising, and 
with a whisper in'my ear, son be 
of good cheer, thy sins. are.for- 
giventhee. These things con- 
firmed my hope, and. from this 
time J was a most zealous Chris- 


tian, and did little else, than go» 


from house to house, exhorting 
all to become the followers ot 
Christ, and praying with them. 
I did not entertain one doubt, for 
some time, but fully believed [ 
was sanctified. 

Wis. Alas! there are many 
Pharisees in the world. They 
are governed by pride, and self- 
righteousness. They are full of 
zeal, and, being self-blinded, it 
is exerted against religion, and 
especially in making proselytes, 
who become two-fold more the 
children of hell, than themselves. 
Pharisees, at this day, appear with 























































different disguttes. One sort are 
tool, languid, and stupid. <A 
few motal, external duties, ¢on- 
stitute the righteousness on which 
they depehd for ‘eternal life. 
Another ‘kind arelike them, in all 
respects, but one, they aré actua- 
ted by the warmest Zeal. There 
is another sort-as Sélf-righteous, 
and as zealoirs, but they pluce 
great dependance On ithaginary 
phantoms. In this respect only 
do they ‘differ from the 'fotmer. 
When pet'sons are proselyted by 
them they are in a dangerous 
condition. Théy generally ‘con- 
tinue ina state of delusion, ‘till 
they perish. Mankind are very 
fond of marvellous things, and 
nothing is moré sure ‘to delude 
them, than marvellous things of a 
supposed religious nature. Bit 
I cdnclude that-you are not in 
this deceived state still. How 
long did you continue in it, and 
by what means were your eyes 
opened ? 

Sor, I continued in this con- 
dition more than a year. My 
false hdpe was ‘detected in the 
following manner. A ‘minister 
came ‘to visit some friends in'this 
town, and as we'were destitute 
ef a‘gospel teacher, being invit- 
éd, He ‘preached for us on ‘the 
Sabbath. In the forefioon ‘he 
discoursed from ‘these words, 
« The carnal mimd is enmity 
against God.” Total depravity 
was His‘subject. He described it 
with great clearness and force, 
and proved it by scripture, by 
facts, atid theexperiences of all, 
who have genuine conviction of 
the truth. Then my eyes were 
again turned inward,-and my for- 
iner feelings were revived, and I 
saw myself justly condemned. In 
the ‘afternoon he preached from 
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the Words, “ Marvel thot; that T 
gard unto you, ye must be born 
again.” He first attended to the 
necessity of ‘regeneration, and 
siiid it was-évident from his fore- 
Poon discourse, and by farther 
elverdations ihade it so plain, that 
without a new heart we never 
éduld ‘be happy, that I thought 
every hearer mist ‘be ‘convinced 
of the necessity of a change of 
heart. He then deecribed the 
nature of regeneration; and in 
the improvement very - clearly 
exhibited to view those ‘fruits of 
the new man, by ‘which real'Chris- 
tiahs are distinguished from the 
impenitent. He also, described 
false religion, and painted out 
the danger of depending on im- 
aginary views as evidencés of 
grace. He ‘explained very par: 
tidulurly the apostle’s wotds, I 
Cor. 13. 19, and made it plain, 
though we could speak with the 
tongues of men anu angels, and 
had the gift of prophecy, and 
understood all tysteriés, and al! 
knowledge, ‘and have faith to re- 
move mountains, and give all 
our goods to feed the poor, and 
our bodies to be burned, yet if 
we have not charity, we are noth. 


int. He observed, that love to 


God and man was the cum of al! 
which the law and gospel requir- 
ed, and constituted that religion, 
without which no mdn could see 
the Lord. He also observed, 
if a man could speak with the 
eloquence of angels, if he had 
the spirit of inspiration, like Ba- 
laam, a power to work miracles, 
arid as much pride as the Phari- 
sée'had to induce’him to féed the 
poor, and enthusiasm ‘enough to 
burn at the stake, and-zeal suff- 
cient to cross sea and land to 
make -proselytes; though he 





































so , — —— -_ 








might have visions ; though God 
might Speak to him as he F dia to 


iP 


‘Oh what reason have 


° 
‘ 


‘been for those discourses 


, deluded 


Balaanz’; though he might be in 
a tri ae and see heaven and 
hell, arid be enraptured with im- 
dvinary tdeas, yet in all this 
there is no religion, and those 
things are no certain signs of the 
least spark of grace in the heart. 
‘He wholly demolished the foun- 
dition upon which I had been 
building. Without aay hope, I 
felt like. a person sinking under 
aninfinite load of sin and guilt. 
I to bless 
God for sending this faithful ser- 
vant to bring me off from trusting 
Had it not 
I might 
have perished forever in delusion. 

Wiss And what reason‘ you 
have to praise God for attending 
these words with such power as‘to 
render therm €ifectual in convin- 
cig you of the truth ! Probably 
there were many others as much 
who, heard the satne 
discourses, who are still trustin’ 
in 2 refuse of lies. 

Sor. “Yes Sy aire ey wéte 
sreatly offended with the preach- 
er, T! hey ag reproaciiss 
upon him, dnd said he was the 
Devil’s servant, sent by him to 
destroy genuine religion. 

Wis. ‘This is no unconinion 
thing. But Christ’s ministers 
oug she not to regard these things, 
nor count their lives dear unto 
thei mise. ves, 1f they may but win 
souls to him. Whenthey preach 
upon the doctrines of totaldeprav- 
ity, regeseration, men’s absolute 
dependence, and divine severeign- 
ty, they are not apt to eluci- 
date them with that clearness and 
force with which they i to 
exhibit them, lest their hearers 
should be offended. ‘hey are 
almost afraid to say, as Christ 

it 


in a refuge of lies. 


Did tbo, SUCS de 


‘is good ? Oh 


‘deeds are good. 








































O°" 
JD4 


‘did, “Is it not lawful for me to 


to do what I will with mine own? 
Is thine eye evil. because mine 
how apt men are 
to deny every truth, which of- 
fends the corrupt heart, and ex- 
cites its opposition. ‘They seem 
to make their feelings the test 
oftruth. Accordingly whatever 
pleases the corrupt heart, they 
wdmit as truth; dnd whatever 
liggusts and exasperates the car- 
nal mind, they reject as ‘false. 
Instead of agrecing with our 
Lord, that light has come into 
the world, and men. have ‘loved 
darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds are evil, they 
reverse his declaration, and prac- 
tically say, men love the light 
and hate darkness, because their 
If mankind un- 
derstood the scriptures, this sen- 
timent would be getieraily em- 
braced, that the’ system of truth 
taught in the sacred volume will 
be more or less disgustful to the 
natural heart, when clearly ex- 
hibited to view, and. errors ° wifh 
accord more or less with its feel- 
ings and ceswes. ence, when 
they heard ‘the truth, they would 
not expect to have the feelings of 
their, hearts gratihed, Bor. dis- 
gusted, But as the reverse of this 
is what they expect, truth, when 
preached, if it.fret and disgust 
them, is, at once, rejected as talse. 
But howhas tt been with you since 
yout false hope was destroyed ? 


Sov. 1 have been greatly dis- 
tressed. isee I have lived lke 
the prodigal, all my days. God 


has bestowed ten thousand bles- 
sings uponme. But I have con- 
simed them in riotous living. 
God has sett his son to save 
the -vilest ‘sinners. But 1 have 
rejected him, that I might live 


in gratifying all the evil propen- 
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sities of the heart. My sins are 
innumerable and greatly aggra- 
vated. I have seen myself justly 
condemned by God’s holy law ; 
and have felt my desert of eternal 
death. I have seen my en- 
tire inability to save myself ; that 
all my doings proceeded from an 
evil heart, and were an abomina- 
tion in the sight of God. I have 
seen myself absolutely in the hand 
of a holy God; that he might 
jusily send me to hell ; that he 
was under no obligation to have 
mercy upon me; and that my 
eternal state depended on his 
sovereign pleasure. I have been 
convinced, that if God has not a 
right to have mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, there is no 
ground of hope, that any sinner 
will ever be saved. For no sin- 
ner will turn to God, unless he is 
turned and drawn by almighty 
poverand gtace. Hence, if God 
hac not jetermined to have mercy 
on some of our fallen race,all, being 
left to themselves, would rush on 
to final ruin. When I was con- 
vinced of these truths, my only 
hope was in the unmerited mercy 
of God. ‘Then my anxiety was 
great. But after a few days, I 
felt willing the Lord should 
reign, and do his pleasure in heav- 
en, and through the earth. My 
distress left me. My only concern 
has been, that .my convictions 
of the truth were abating, and 
former stupidity swiftly return- 
ing. Yet sin appears odious, be- 
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cause it wounds the dear Re- 
deemet, dishonors religion and 
separates between me and God ; 
and I long most earnestly to be 
freed from its dominion and pol- 
Jutions. h that my heart 
would break and mine eyes weep, 
because] have sinned against God. 
This is my present state. I was 
reflecting on my awful stupidity, 
and vileness, when you met me ; 
and what shall I do to obtain a 
deliverance from this evil heart? 

Wis. Put all your trust in the 
Redeemer. He came to save 
vile prodigals. He will pardon 
your offences, soften your hard 
heart, clothe you with humility, 
and fill you with peace and com- 
fort. Deny self and follow 
him, he will heal you, fight for 
you and give you an eternal victo- 
ry in heaven. How is it with 
your youthful companions ? 

Sor. Ah! they are most aw- 
fully hardened in sin. I pray 
you to take an opportunity to 
converse seriously with them. 
It may be they will hear. They 
have agreed to meet to morrow 
for scenes of pleasure at the house 
of Mr. Lovemoney. 

Wis. Iwill meet with them, 
and faithfully present the truth to 
their view. After which [ will 
inform you what success I have 
had. I must pa:son ; but, I be- 


seech you, shun the very appear- 
ance of evil, and serve Jesus faith- 
fully, the best of masters ; and may 


God fill you with his love. Adicu 











CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


JESUS CHRIST, the Lord 
and Savior of mankind. He is 


MISCELLANY. 
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called Christ (anointed), because 
he is anointed, furnished, and 
sent by God toexecuie his medt- 
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atorial office; and Jesus (Sav- 
ior), because he came to save 
his people from their sins. . For 
an account of his nativity, off- 
ces, death, resurrection, &c. the 
reader is referred to those arti- 
cles in this work. We shall here 
more particularly consider his 
divinity, humanity, and charac- 
ter. The divinity of Jesus Christ 
seems evident, if we consider, 

1. The language of the New 
Testament, and compare it with the 
state of the Pagan world at the time 
of its publication. If Jesus Christ 
were not God, the writers of the 
New Testament discovered great 
injudiciousness in the choice of 
their words, and adopted a very 
incautious and dangerous style. 
‘The whole world, exceptthe small 
kingdom of Judea, wershipped 
idols at the time of Jesus Christ’s 
appearance. Jesus Christ ; the 
evangelists, who wrote his histo- 
ry; and the apostles, who wrote 
epistles to various classes of men, 
proposed to destroy idolatry, and 
to establish the worship of one 
only living and true God. To 
effect this purpose, it was abso- 
lutely necessary for these foun- 
ders of christianity to avoid cen- 
fusion and obscurity of language, 
and to express their ideas in a 
cool and cautious style. The 
least expression that would tend 
to‘deify a creature, or counte- 
nance idolatry, would have been 
asource of the greatest error. 
Hence Paul and Barnabas rent 
their clothes at the very idea of 
the multitude’s confounding the 
creature with the Creator, Acts 
xiv. The writers of the New 
Testament knew that in speaking 
of Jesus Christ extraordinary 
caution was necessary ; yet when 
we take up the New ‘Yestament, 
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we find such expressions as these : 
‘“ The word was God, Johni, 1. 
God was manifest in the fiesl.? 
Ist Tim. iii, 16. God with us? 
Matt. i, 23. The Jews crucified 
the Lord of glory, Ist Cor. 1, 8. 
Jesus Christ is Lord of all, Acts 
x, 36. Christ is over all ;, God 
blessed for ever, Rom. ix, 5.” 
These are a few of many proposi- 
tions, which the New Testament 
writers lay down relative to Je- 
eus Christ. If the writers intend- 
ed to affirm the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, these are words of truth 
and soberness; if not, the lan- 
guage is incautious and unwar- 
rantable ; and to address it to 
men prone to idolatry, for the 
purpose of destroying idolatry, is 
a strong presumption against their 
inspiration. It is remarkable, 
also, that the richest words in 
the Greek language are made use 
of to describe Jesus Christ. ‘This 
language, which is very copious, 
would have afforded lower terms 
to express an inferior nature ; but 
it could have afforded none high. 
erto express the nature of the 
Supreme God. It is worthy of 
observation, too, that these wri- 
ters addressed their writings not 
to philosophers and scholars, but 
to the common people, and _con- 
sequently used words in their 
plain popular signification. ‘The 
common people, it seems, under- 
stood the words in our sense of 
them ; for in the Dioclesian per- 
secution, when the Roman sol- 
diers burnta Phrygian city in- 
habited by Christians, men, wo- 
men, and children, submitted to 
their fate, calling upon Christ, THF 
GOD OVER ALL. 

2. Compare the style of the New 
Testament with the state of the Jews 
at the tine of tts publication. Inthe 








































tume of Jesus Christ the Jews 
were zealous defenders of the uni- 
ty of God, and of that idea of 
his periections which their scrip- 
tures excited. Jesus Christ and 
his apostles professed the highest 
regard for the Jewish scriptures ; 

yet the writers of the New ‘lesta- 
ment described Jesus Christ by 
the very names and titles by 
which the writers of the Old 
Testament had described the Su- 
preme God. Compare Exod. iii, 
14, “ And God said unto Moses, 
fam that J am,” &c. with John 
vill, 58, “ Jesus said unto them, 
verily, verily I say unto you, be- 
fore Abraham was /awm’’: Is. 
xliv, 6, “ Thus saith the Lord the 
king of Israel, and his Redeem- 
er the Lord of Hosts, lam the 
first and 1 am the last, and beside 
me there is no God,” with Rev. 
1, 11, “Saying, 1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last,” and 
ver. 17, “ Dear not, Iam the 
firstand the last :’’ Deut. x,,17, 
** For the Lord your God is Go« 
of Gods, and Lord of Lords,” 
with Rev. xvii, 14, ** These make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them ; for he is 
Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings :” Ps. xxiv, 10, ** Who is 
this King of glory, the Lord 
of hosts, he is the King of glo- 
ty,’ with 1 Cor. i, 8, * For had 
they known it they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glo- 
ry:” Dan.v, 23, “© And hast 
lifted up thy self against the lord 
of heaven,”’ with 1 Cor. xv, 7; 
‘«s'The first man is of the earth, 
earthy ; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven :” 1 Chron. 
xxix, Ll, * Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the 


% 


Majesty; for all that-is in the 
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heaven and in the earth, is thine ; 
thine isthe kingdom, OQ Lord, 
and thou art exalted as head 
above all,’?? with Col. ii, 16, 
‘And ye are compiete in him, 
which is the head of ail Saja 
pality and power.” Ii they who 
described Jesus Christ to the 
Jews by these sacred names and 
titles intended to convey an idea 
of his deity, the description 1s 
just and the application safe ; but 
if they intended to dcescribe a 
mere man, they were ‘surely oi 
all men the most preposierous. 
They chose a method of recom- 
mending Jesus to the Jews the 
most likely to aklarm and enranc 
them. Whatever they meant, 
the Jews understood them in cur 
sense, and took Jesus for a bias- 
phemer, John x, 33. 

3. Compare the petfeetions avhich 
are ascribed to Jesus Christ im the 
scriptures, avith those which are as- 
cribed to God. Jesus Christ de- 
clares, ** Ali thingsthat the Fa- 
ther hath are mine,” John xvi, 
15: a very dangerous proposi- 
tion, if he were not God. ‘Lilie 
writers of Revelation sealant to 
him the same perfectio ns re 
they ascribe to God. 
Jer. x, 10, * But the Lord me thie 
true God, he is the living God 
and * everlasting king,” with Is, 
ix, 6, “© For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given, and 
the government shail be upon his 
shouiders, and his name shal! be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting Ta- 
ther, the Prince of Peace ‘’ 
Exod. xv, 18, “ The Lord shail 
reign forever and ever,” with 
Heb. i. S, ** But unto the son he 
saith, thy throne O God is for- 
ever and ever :” Ps. cil, 27; 
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vearsshaibhave noend,”? with Heb. 
a a] sce 
om OF, “ 


esus Christ, the same 
vesterday, to-day, andforever ,’’ 
Ir Jesus Christ be God, the as. 
cription of the perfectioas of God 
to himis proper ; if he be not, 
the apostles are chargeabie with 
weakness or wickedness, and 
either would destroy their claim 
of inspiration. 

4, Consider the works that are 
ascrived to Jesus Christ, and compare 
them vith the claims of Jehovah. 
Is creation a work of God? * By 
Jesus Christ were all things crea- 
ted,’”? Col. i, 16. Is. preserva. 
tion a work of God? “™ Jesus 
Christ upholds all things cf o- 
word of his power, Heb. 1 
ls the mission of the seaiihtiasts 2 
work of Ged? Jesus Christ is 
the Lord God of the holy proph- 
ets; and it was the Spirit of 
Christ which testified to them be- 
forshand the sufferings of Christ, 
and the g lory that should foliow, 
Neh. ix, 30. Rev. xxn, 6, 16. Ist 
Pet, i, 11. Is the salvation of 
sinners a work of God? = Christ 
is the S: wie wr of all that believe, 
John iv, . Heb. v, 9. Is the 
torgiveness ane sin a work of God? 
Lhe Son of Man has power to 
orgive sins, Matt. ix, 6. The 
same mightbe said of the iliumi- 
nation of the mind ; the sanctiff- 
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cati on of the heart ; the resur- 
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punishment of the wicked; ali 

a oe sen ird : ‘ath : . 

wien. Worxs, in one part OT 


Scripture, are ascribed to God ; 

id all which, in-another part of 
scripture, are ascribed to Jesus 
Christ. Now, uw Jesus Christ be 
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- contradict themselves. Eis 
- Jesus Christ 1s God, or their 
conduct is unaccountable. 

5. Consider that. devine worship 

avhich the sc riptus “es claim for Jesus 
C brist. It is acormmand of God, 
‘Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy Cod, and him only shale 
thou serve,” Matt. iv, 20. Yet 
the script ures CC mmand * ail the 
angels of ¢ God to wersh'p Christ, 
Heb. i. G.  ‘I'wenty umes, in the 
= Testament, grace, MENCY, 

nd peace, are implored ci Christ, 
together with the Father. Bap- 
tista ts an act of worship pel rform- 
mdi in ‘his name, Matt. xxvii, 19. 
S wearing is an act of worship ; g 2 
solemn appeal i in important cases 
to the omniscient’ God ; and this 
appeal is made to Christ, Rom». 
ix, 1. The committing of the 
soul to God at death isa sacred 
act of worship : in the perform- 
ance of this act, Stephen died, 
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit, Acts vil, 59. The whole 
host of heaven worship him that 
sitteth on the throne, and the 
lamb, for ever and ever, Rev. + 
13, 14. 

G. Observe the aps Ie-ation cf © 
2 siament passages which be 
Jehovalg§ to Jesusin the NiwTer- 
tament, and try hop hop 
acgiutt the writers cf the New Tes. 


tament of misrepreseniaitiom, ci supe 
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Paul savs, * We shill all stand 


nefore the itudoment seat of 


Christ.” That we shall ail he 
tudged, we allow; but how’ dg 
you prove that Christ shail be 
our Judge? Because, adds the 
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What sort of reasoning is this? 
dow does this apply to Christ, if 
Christ be not God? And how 
dare a man quote one of the 
most guarded passages in the Old 
Testament for such a purpose ? 
John the Baptist is he who was 
spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
saying, prepare ye the way, 
Matt. iti, 1,3. Isaiah saith, Pre- 
pare ye the way of THE LORD; 
make straight ahighway for ovr 
cop, Is. xl, 3, &c. But what 
has John the Baptist to do with 
all this description if Jesus Christ 
be only a messenger of Jehovah, 
and not Jehovah himself? for 
Isaiah saith, Prepare ye the way 
of Jehovah, Compare Is. vii, 
13, 14. * Sanctify the Lerd of 
hosts himself, and let him be your 
fear and let him be your dread ; 
and he shall be for a sanctuary, 
but for astone of stumbling, and 
for a rock of offénce, to both 
the houses of Israel ; for a gin 
and for asnare to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem,” with | Pet. ii, 8, 
* And astoneof stumbling and 
a rock of offence, even to them 
which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient ; whereunto they also 
were appointed” : also Zech. xii, 
10, with John xix, 34, 37 : Is. vi. 
avith John xii, $9. Allow Jesus 
Christ to be God, and all these 
applications are proper. If we 
deny it, the New Testament, we 
must own, is one of the most 
unaccountable compositions in 
the world, calculated to make 
easy things hard to be under- 
stood. 

7. Examine whether events have 
justified that notion of christianity 
abich the prophets gave their coun- 
trymen of it, if Jesus Christ be not 
God. The calling of the Gen- 
tiles from the worship of idols to 
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the worship of the one living 
and true God, is one event, which, 
the prophets said, the coming of 
the Messiah should bring to pass. 
If Jesus Christ be God, the event 
answers the prophecy; if not, 
the event is not come to pass, 
for Christians in general worship 
Jesus, which is idolatry, if he be 
not God, ii, iii, andiv, of Isaiah. 
Zeph. ii, 11. Zech. xiv, 9. The 
primitive Christians certainly 
worshipped Him as God. | Pliny, 
who was appointed governor of 
the province of Bytkinia, by the 
emperor Trajan, in the year 103, 
examined and punished several 
Christians for their non-conform- 
ity to the established religion of 
the empire. In a letter to the 
emperor, giving an account of 
his conduct, he declares, “ they 
affirmed the whole of their guilt, 
or their error, was, that they met 
on a certain stated day, before it 
was light, and addressed them- 
selves in a form of prayer to 
Christ as to come God.” Thus 
Pliny meant to intorm the empe- 
ror that Christians worshipped 
Christ. Justin Martyr, who lived 


_about 150 years after Christ, as- 


serts, that the Christians worship- 
ped the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit. Besides his testimony, 
there are numberless passages in 
the fathers that attest the truth in 
question ; especially in Tertullian, 
Hyppolitus, Felix, &c. Mahom- 
et, who lived in the sixth century, 
considers Christians in the light 
of infidels and idolaters through- 
out the Koran; and, indeed, had 
not Christians worshipped Christ, 
he could have had no shadow of a 
pretence to reform their religion, 
and to bring them back to the 
worship of one God. That the 
far greater part of Christians 
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have continued to worship Jesus, 
will not be doubted; now, if 
Christ be not God, then the 
Christians have been guilty of 
idolatry ; and if they have been 
guilty of idolatry, then it must 
appear remarkable that the apos- 
tles, who foretold the corruptions 
of christianity, 2d Tim. iii, should 
never have foreseen or warned us 
against worshipping Christ. In 
no part of the scripture is there 
the least intimation of Christians 
falling into idolatry in this respect. 
Surely if this had been an error 
which was so universally to pre- 
vail, those scriptures which are 
able to make us wise unto salva- 
tion would have left us warning 
on so important a topic. 

Lastly, consider what numberless 
passages of scripture have no sense, or 
avery absurd one, if Jesus Christ 
be a mere man. See! Tim. iit, 16, 
‘¢ And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness; God 
was manifest in the flesh,” &c. 
John xiv, 9, “Jesus saith unto 
him have I been so long time with 
you and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip ? He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father; and 
haw sayest thou then, shew us the 
Father??? John xvii, 5, “ And 
now O Father glorify me with 
thine own self, with the glory 
which I had with thee before the 
world was.”? Philip. 11, 6, “ Who 
being in the form of God thought 
it not robbery to be equal with 
God.” 

But though Jesus Christ be 
God, yet for our sakes, and for 
our salvation, he took upon him 
human nature’; this is therefore 
called his Aumanity. Marcion, 
Appelles, Valentinus, and many 
other heretics, denied Christ’s hu- 
manity, as some have done since. 
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But that Christ hada true hu- 
man body, and nota mere hu- 
man shape, or a body that was 
not real flesh, is very evident 
from the sacred scriptures, Is. vii, 
12. Luke xxiv, 39. Heb, ii, 14. 
Luke i, 42. Phil. ii, 7, 8. Johni, 
14. Besides, he ate, drank, 
slept, walked, worked, and was 
weary. He groaned, bled, and 
died uponthe cross. It was ne- 
cessary that he should thus be hu- 
man, in order to fulfil the Divine 
designs and prophecies respecting 
the shedding of his blood for our 
salvation, which could not have 
been done, had he not possessed 
areal body. Itisalso as evident 
that he assumed our whole nature, 
soul as well as body. If he had 
not, he could not have been ca- 
pable of that sore amazement and 
sorrow unto death, and all those 
other acts of grieving, feeling, 
rejoicing, &c. ascribed to him. 
It was not, however, our sinful 
nature he assumed, but the like- 
nessof it, Rom. viii, 2. for he 
was without sin, and did no ini- 
quity. His human nature must 
not be confounded with his di- 
vine ; for though there bean un- 
ion of natures in Christ, yet there 
is not a mixture or confusion oi 
them or their properties. His 
humanity is not changed into his 
deity, nor his deity into hu- 
manity : but the two natures are 
distinct in ome person. How 
this union exists is above our 
cmprehension; and, indeed, ii 
we cannot explain how our own 
bodies and souls are united, it is 
not to be supposed we can ex- 
plain this astonishing mystery of 
God manifest in the flesh. See 
Mepiaror. 

We now proceed to the charac- 
fer of Jesus Christ, which, while 
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it affords us tht most pleacine 
subject for meditation, i 
to us an example cf the mest 
pertect and delightful kind. 

‘s Here,”’ as an elegunt wt. 
ter observes, “every grace that 
can recommen religion, and 
every virtue that ¢: _- adorn hu- 
manity, are so Siended, asto ex- 
cite Orr admiration, and engage 


our love. In ‘abstaining from 
licenticns pleasutes, he was equal. 
ly iree from ostentatious singu- 


churlish suilenness. 
When he complied with the 
established cerémonies of his 
countrymen, that vay Ber. 7 was 
net accompaniéd by any marks 
of bigotry or superstition : when 
he opposed their rooted prepos- 
sessions, his opposition was per- 
fectly exempt from the capticus 
petulance of a”éontroversialist, 
and the undistinguishing . zeal. of 
an innovator. His cour: a was 
active in encountering the dan- 
gers to which he was exposed, 
and passive under the aggravate 
calamities Which the malice of 
his foes heaped upon him: his 
fortitude was remote from every 
appearance of rashness, atid his 
patience was equally exempt 
from abject pusilianimity : he was 
firm without obstinacy, and hum- 
ble without meanness.—Though 
possessed of the most unbotinde od 
power, we behold him hving 
continually in a state of volunta- 
ty humiliation and poverty; we 
see - daily exposed to almost 
every Species of want and distress; 
sical without a comforter, 
S 


larity and 


ersecuted without a protector ; 
nd wandering about, according 
to ‘his own pathetic complaint, 
because de had not where to lay his 
bead, Though regardless of the 
pleasures and sometimes destitute 


of the comforts of hfe, Ne never 
provokes our cisgust by, the sc 
néss of the misanthrope, cr ow 
contempt by the inactivity of the 
recluse. His attention to th 
welfare of maderkind vas eviden. 
ced not only by his eatery in- 
junctions, but bg his readiness to 
embrace évery opportunity Cf re- 
lieving their distress, and admin- 
istering to their wants... In every 
petiod. and circumstance of his 
life, we behold dignity and eleva- 
tion blended with love ‘and pity ; 
something, w hich, though it 
awakens our admiration, yet at- 
tracts our confidence. | We ‘ee 
power ; but itis a power Which 
is Tather our security than our 
dread; a power softened with 
tenderness, and soothing wiiile it 
awes. With all the gentleness of 
a meek and lowly ming: we be- 
hold an heroic firmness, which n 
ter rors sould shake, and no Spo: 
sition could restrain. In the pri- 
vate ‘scenes of life, and 
public occupations of his minis- 
try; w hether the object of admi- 
ration or ridicule, of love,-or ct 
persecution ; cr wnat vi "come? 
with hozannas, cr intulted wt! 
an athemas, 1 we pe 
ing Ww vith unwearicd constancy the 
same end, and preserving the 


? 


in the 


same integrity cf lie aad man- 
ners.”’ 


: 
‘He set 


° 
bishop Newe: 
perfect piety 
Most. extensive benevolence anc 
the most compassion 


an example,” says 


‘of the mo: 


tomen. He Mes not merely ex- 
hibit a life of s ich justi ce, but c! 
overfiowing beni: onIty. His ten 


5 
perance has not. the dark ihiade? 


of austerity ; his meekness doe: 
not cegenerate into apatay 3 his 
humility ?s signal, 


amidst a splen d 











































































"1810.4 Character 
dour of qualities more than hu- 
man; his fortitude is eminent 
and exemplary in enduring the 
most formidable external evils, 
and the sharpest actual sufferings. 
His patience is invincible ; his 
resignation entire and absolute. 
Truth and sincerity shine through- 
out his whole conduct. Though 
of heavenly descent, he shews 
obedience and affection to his 
earthly parents ; he approves; 
loves, and attaches himself to a- 
miable qualities inthe humanrace;} 
herespectsauthority, religious and 
civil; and he evidences regard 
for his country, by promoting its 
most essential good in a painful 
ministry dedicated to its ser- 
vice, by deploring its calamities, 
and by laying down his life for its 
benefit. Every one of his emi- 
nent virtues is regulated by con- 
summate prudence ; and-he both 
wins the love of his friends, and 
extorts the approbation and won- 
der of his enemies, Never was a 
character at the same time so 
commanding and natural, so res- 
plendent and pleasing, so amiable 
and venerable, Thete isa pecul- 
iar contrast in it between an aw- 
ful greatness, dignity, and majes 
ty, aad the mest conciliating love- 
liness, tenderness, and softness. 
tie now converses with prophets, 
law-givers, and angels ; and the 
next instant he meekly endures 
the dulness of his disciples, and the 
blasphemies and rage of the mul- 
titude. He now calls himself 
greater than Solomon ; one who 
can command legions of angels ; 
the giver of life to whomsoever 
he pleaseth ; the Son of God, 
who shait sit on his glorious 
throne to judge the world. At 
ether times we find ’ m embra- 
2U 
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cing young children ; not lifting 
up his voice in the Streets, not 
breaking the bruised reed, nor 
quenching the smoaking flax ; cal- 
ling his disciples not servants, but 
friendsand brethren, and comfort- 
ing them with ar exuberant and 
parental affection. Let us pause 
an instant, and fill our minds with 
the idea of one who knew all 
things, Heavenly and earthly ; 
searched and laid open the inmost 
recesses of the heart; rectified 
every prejudice, and removed 
every mistake ot a moral and re- 
ligious kind ; by a word exerci- 
sed a sovereignty over all nature, 
penetrated the hidden events of 
futurity, gave promises of admis- 
sion into a happy immortality, 
had the keys of life and death, 
claimed an union with the Fas 
ther; and yet was pious, mild, 
gentle, humble, affable, social, 
benevolent, friendly, and affec- 
tionate. Sucha character is fair- 
er than the morning star. Each 
separate virtue is made stronget 
by opposition and contrast: and 
the union cf so many virtues 
forms a brightness which fitly rep- 
resents the glory of that God 
‘who inhabiteth light inaccessi- 
ble.” ”’ See Robinson’s Plea for 
the Divinity of Christ, from which 
many of the above remarks are 


of Jesus Christ: 


taken ; Bishop Bull’s Judgment of 


the Catholic Church ; Abbadie, Wa- 
terland, Hawker, and Hey, on the 
Divinity of Christ 3 Dr. Jamieson’s 
View of the Doctrine of Scripture, 
and the Primuive Faith concerning 
the Deity of Christ ; Owen on the 
Glory of Christ’s Person ; Hurrion’s 
Christ Crucified ; and Bishop New- 
come’s Observations on eur Lord’s 
Conduct. | 
Buck’s Theolog. Dic. 
































MELIATOR. 


MEDIATOR, a person that 
intervenes between two parties at 
variance, in order to reconcile 
them. Thus Jesus Christ is the 
Mediator between an offended 
God and sinful man, Ist Tim. ii, 
5. Both Jews and Gentiles have 
a notion of a Mediator ; the Jews 
call the Mesiah the Mediator, of 
Middle One. The Persians call 
their god Mithras, a Mediator ; 
and the demons, with the hea- 
thens, seem to be, according to 
them, mediators between the supe- 
rior gods and men. Indeed, the 
whole religion of Paganism was 
a system of mediation and inter-’ 
cession. ‘The idea, therefore, of 
salvation by a Mediator, is not so 
novel or restricted as some ima- 
gine ; and the scriptures of truth 
inform us, that it is orily by this 
way human beings can arrive to 
eternal felicity, Acts iv, 12. John 
xiv, 6. Man in his state of inno- 
cence, was in friendship with God ; 
but, by sinning against him, he 
exposed himself to his just dis- 
pleasure ; his powers became en- 
feebled, and his heart filled with 
enmity against him, Rom. viii, 6 : 
he was driven out of his paradi- 
saical Eden, and totally incapa- 
ble of returning to God, and ma- 
king éatisfaction to his justice. 

Jesus Christ, therefore, was the 
appointed Mediator to bring a- 
bout reconciliation, Gen. iii, 12. 
Col. i, 21 ; 
time he came into this world, o- 
beyed the law, éatisfted justice, 
and brought his people into a 
staté of grace and favor; yea, 
into a more exalted state of friend- 
Ship. with God than was lost by 
the fall, Eph. ii, 18. Now, in or- 
der to the accomplishing of this 
“work, it was necessary that the 


Mediato r. 


and in the fulness of 








‘Mediator should be God and 


man in one person. It was neces- 
sary that he should be man,—l. 
That he might be related to those 
he was a Mediator and Redeemer 
of.—2. ‘That sin might be satis- 
fied for, and reconciliation be 
made for it, in the same nature 
which sinned.—3. It was proper 
that the Mediator should be ca- 
pable of obeying the law broken 
by the sin of man, as a divine per- 
son could not be subject to the 
law, and yield obedience to ?t, 
Gal. iv, 4. Rom. v, 19.—4 It 
was meet that the Mediator should 
be man, that he might be capa- 
ble of suffering death; for, as 
God, he could not die, and with- 
out shedding of blood there was 
no remission, Heb. 1, 10, 15. 
Heb. viii, 3.—5. It was fit he 
should be man, that he might be 
a faithful high-pricst, to sympa- 
thite with: his people under all 
their trials, temptations, &c, Heb. 
ii, 17,18. Heb. iv, 15, 16. Ie 
was fit that he should be a holy 
and righteous man, free from all 
sin, criginal and actual, that he 
inight offer himself withcut spot 


to God, take away the sins of 


men, and be an advocate for them, 
Heb. Vii, 26. Heb. ix, 14. Ist 
John iii, 5. But it was not 
enough to be truly man and an in- 
nocent person ; he must be more 
than aman: it was requisite that 
he should be God also, for, 1. 
No mere man could have entered 
into a covenant with Ged to med- 
iate between him and sinful men. 

He must be God, to give vir- 
tue and value to his obedience and 
sufferings ; for the sufferings of 
mei or angels would net have 
been sufficient.—3. Beirg thus 
God-man, we are encoutagéd to 
hope in him. In the person ct 
Jesus Christ the object of trust | 
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brought nearer to ourselves ; and 
those well known tender aftec- 
tions which are only figuratively 
ascrided to the Deity, are, in our 
great Mediator, thoroughly re- 
alized. Farther, were he God, 
and not man, we should approach 
him with fear and dread ; were 
he man, and not God, we should 
be guilty of idolatry to worship 
and trust him at all, Jer. xvii, 5. 
The plan of salvation, therefore, 
by such a Mediator, is the most 
suitable to human beings that pos- 
sibly could be ; for here ‘ Mer- 
cy and truth meet together, 
righteousness and peace kiss each 
other,” Psal. lxxxv, 10. The 
properties of Christ as Mediator 
are these : 1. He is the only Me- 
diator, lst Tim. ii, 4. Pray) ing, 
therefore, to saints and angels is 
an error of thechurch of Rome, 
and has no countenance from the 
Scripture.—2. Christ isa Medi- 
ator of men only, not of angels ; 
good angels need not any ; and 
as for evil angels, none is provid- 
ed nor admitted. —5. He is the 
Mediator both tor Jews and Gen- 
tiles, Eph. ii, 18.. Ist..John -1i, 
2.—1. He is Mediator both for 
Old and New Testament saints. 
—}5. He is asuitable, constant,’ 
willing, and prevalent Mediator ; 
his mediation always succeeds, 
and is infallible. Gill’s Body of 
Div. vol. i, oct. p. 336; Wisi 
Econ. Fed, lib. ii, c. 4; Fuller's 
Gospel its own witness, ch. 4. p. 2; 
Hurrion’s Christ Crucified, p. 103, 
&e. 3 Dr. Owen on the Person of 
Christ. Ibid. 
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FRAGMENTS. 


SAYING OF VINCENT FERRER. 


ough bred 


ss and con- 





Vincent Ferrer, th 
: the midst of darknes 


nected with the worst of ecclesi- 
astical characters, was a shining 
model of piety. 

He was born at Valencia in 
Spain, became a dominican 
friar, and what was far better, a 
zealous preacher of the word of 
God. A quotation from his 
book on Spiritual Life will deserve 
the attention of students. 

“‘ Do yau desire to study to ad- 
vantage ? Consult God more than 
books, and ask him humbly to 
make you understand what you 
read. Study drains the mind and 
heart. Go from time to time to 
be refreshed at the feet of Christ 
under his cross. Some moments 
of repose there give fresh -vigor 
and new light: Interrupt your 
study by short but fervent ejacu- 
lations. Science is the gift of the 
Father of lights. 

Milner’s Ecc. Hist. ve 4, p. 2 


DANGEROUS PROSPERITY. 


“Montesquieu tells us, that “ the 
prosperity of religion is different 
from that_of civil government.” 

© Religion may be well in an 
WF pc: State, because ailliction ts 
the true state ofa Christian. ‘The 
humiliations and dispersion of the 
church, the destruction of her 
temples, and the persecutions cf 
her martyrs, are the distinguished 
times of her glory. On the con- 
trary, when she.appears trium- 
phant in the eye of the world, she 
is generally sinking ia adversity. “ 

Agreeably to ‘this, Newton, 
speaking of Constantine’s open 
profession of yrange (th says, 
“Though it added much to the 
temporal prosperity, yet it contri- 
buted little to the spiritual graces 
and virtues of Christians. It en 

larged their revenues, 2 ad 3 imerea’ 
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ed their endowments; but pro- 
ved the fatal means of corrupting 
the doctrine, and relaxing the dis- 
cipline of the church.” 


} ——— — J 


EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE 
OF GOD. 


There is no proof of the exis- 
tence of God, and the truth of 
christianity, so consolatory, as the 
experimental and heartfelt knowl. 
edge ot God and of his son Jesus 
Christ. Indeed, all other proofs, 
without this, are to little purpose, 
and this is independent of every 
other argument ; for though it 
cannot with propriety be adduced 
for the conviction of unbelievers, 
it is calculated to yield more satis- 
faction to our bosoms than the 
most laboured arguments that 
reach the understanding only. 
Poor people, whose minds have ta- 
kena reiigious turn, usually rest 
their salyation upon this experi- 
mental conviction alone. 
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IMMORTALITY OF TH# SOUL. 


Addison says of the immortali- 
ty of the soul. :—* If it be a 
dream, let me enjoy it; since it 
makes me both the happier and 
the better man.” 


—=—= 


A CONCISE ARGUMENT IN FAVOVA 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 


The bible must be the inven- 
tion either of good men or angels, 
bad men or devils, or of God.— 
It could not be the invention of 
good men or angels, for they nei- 
ther would nor could make a 
book, and tell lies all the time they 
were writing it, saying, Thussaith 
the Lord, when it was their own 
invention.—It could not be the 
invention ef bad men or devils, 
for they would not make a boek, 
which commands all duty, forbids 
all sin, and condemns their souls 
to hell to all eternity. I there. 
fore, draw this conclusion—The 
bible must be given by Divine 
inspiration. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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VERMONT MISSIGNARY SOCIETY. 


THE fourth annual meeting of 
the Vermont Missionary Saciety 
was held at the house of Kev. 
Elijah Lymanof Brookfield, Sept. 
6, 1810. 3 

Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. was 
chosen Moderator, and Rev. 
Thomas A Merrill, Secretary. 

Rev. David H. Williston, of 
Tunbridge, Hon. Solomon Mil- 
Jer, of Wi'licton, and Samuel 
Swift, Esq. of Middlebury, hav- 


ing advanced the requisite sum, 
(ten dollars each,) were admitted 
members of the Society for life. 
Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. 
President of Middiebury College ; 
Rev. Lemuel Haynes, Rutland ; 
Kev. Increase Graves, Bridport ; 
Rev. Jedidiah Bushne!l, Cornwall; 
Rev, Chester Wright.Montpelier ; 
and Hon. Elisha Allis, Brook- 
field, having remitted the neces- 
sary sum for the first year, were 
admitted members of the Society. 
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1810.} 


The Society heard and acceépt- 
ed the Report of the Trustees, 
and the Report of the Treasurer. 
[These Reports will be published 
in the Adviser. 

The foliowing persons were cho- 
sen Trustees, for the year ensuing, 

Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 

Rev. Henry Davis, D. D, 

Rev. Martin Tullar, 

Rev. Lemuel Haynes, 

Rev. Jedediah Bushnell, 

Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, 

Hon. Moses Robinson, 

Hon. Elisha Allis, 

Seth Storrs, Esq. 

Charles Marsh, Esq. 

Samuel Mattocks, Esq. and 

Col. Ozias Buell, 

Voted, that 1m futute no person 
shall be elected a Trustee, who is 
fot a member of the Soeiety. 

Seth Storrs, Esq. was chosen 
Treasurer, and Samuel Swift, Esq. 
Auditor. 

Voted, that the first meeting of 
the Trustees be holden at. Mid- 
diebury, onthe first day of Octo- 
ber next. 

The following gentlemen were 
appointed, Receivers: Rev. Syl» 
vester Sage, Westminster ; Mr. 
Zebulon Lyon, Royalton ; Deac. 
Enos Smith, Chelsea ;~ Rev. 
Leonard Worcester, Peacham ; 
Rey. John Willard, Lunenburgh ; 
Hon. Elijah Strong, Browning- 
ton; Rev. Benjamin Wooster, 
Fairfield ; Mr. Ebenezer Hatch, 
South-Hero; Rev. John Dent- 
son, Jericho ; Rev. John Hough, 
Vergennes ; Mr. Enos Merrill, 
Castleton ; Rev. Abel Farleys 
Manchester, : 

Voted, unanimously that the 
twelfth article of the constitutien, 
agreeably to the proposal at the 
lastannual meeting of the Society,* 





—- ee 


* See vol, 1. pages 262, 25, 
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be so altered that ‘after ‘the words 
Convention meet it shall read ai 9 0’- 
clock A.M. on'theThursday following 
the second Tuesday in September 3 or 
at such other time as the Society may 
appoint, at an atinual meeting. 

The Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 
was appointed to preach the Mis: 
sionary Sermon, at the next an- 
hual meeting of the Society ; and 
the Rev. Sylvester Sage was ap- 
pointed his akternate. 

The folowing resolution was 
introduced and passed; . 

Considering the extent of mis- 
sionary ground in this State, and 
the unwearied exertions of the 
enemies of our holy reiigion for 
the propagation of error, and the 
affliction of the numerous infant 
churehes, where the stated preach- 
ing of the Gospel is not enjoyed, 
we have witnessed with grateful 
satisfaction the gracious Provi- 
dence of God, in sending evan- 
gelical Missionaries, books, and 
tracts,* mto our destitute settle. 
ments, from several of the Mis. 
sionary Societies out of the State. 
We pray God to reward our 
brethren of Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts; New-York, and New- 
Hampshire, fot their benevolent 
exertions, and labour of love; 
and that he would direct in infi- 
nite mercy, that their endeavors 
might still be continued, and be 
divinely blested for the good of 
souls, the support of evangelical 
truth, and the ptosperity of 
Zion. 





—— — 


* Several hundred weight of books 
and tracts, were !ately transmitted to 
Vermont, and deposited with the Sec- 
retary, by the Missionary Society of 
Connecticut, for gratuitous distribution 
in the northern parts of this state and 
New-York. 
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At 4o0’clock, P. M. the Mis- 
sionary Sermon was delivered in 
the meeting house, by the Rev. 
Publius V. Booge- 

Adjourned. 

Tuomas A. Merritt, Sec’ry, 
yy The next annual meeting of 
the Society will be held at Vergennes, 
on the Thursday following the second 
Tuesday of September, 1811, 
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ary Society, at their annual meet- 
ing in October. 


“© Resolved, That all the votes, 
on the subject of a Primer, pass- 
ed at the last annual meeting of 


-the Trustees, be revived.’? [See 


Adviser; v. 1. pages 982, 283. ] 


“ The following Reports of the 
Treasurer, and General Agent 
of the Vermont Religious Tract 
Society, were accepted, and agree- 





















ably to the requirement of the 
Tract Constitution, ordered to be 
published in the Adviser. 


Extracts from the Minutes of the 
Trustees of the Vermont Mission- 


The Trustees of the Vermout Religious Tract Soctety, in ac- 
count with Seth Storrs, Treasurer. Dr. 
1810. To Cash paid W. G. Hooker, General Agent, 
from October Ist, 1809, to October Ist, 





{810, . . . . - - : 97 20 
Cash now in the Treasury, eu on . 16 50 
$113 70 


Lhe Trustees of the Vermont Religious Tract Society, in ac- 
count with Seth Storrs, Treasurer. Cr. 





1809. By balance of Cash in the Treasury, - - 5 85 
Oct. 1. 
1810. ,, Cash received from Subscribers for Tracts, 
from Oct. Ist, 1809, to Oct. Ist, 1810, - - 73 33 
s3 Donations in Cash, - - : - - 5 
5, Cash for Tracts sold, - “ ° , - 929 52 
5113 70 


SETH STORRS, Treasurer. 


The Trustees of the Vermont Religious Tract Society, in ac 


count nith W.G. Hooker, General Agent, © Dr. 
1810, To Cash paid for Conn. Traets, and transpor- 
tation, . - ° Y. ‘ j 3 
ss do. do. printing Tract No. VIII, “ 12 
» do. do, Beecher’s Sermon, No. IX, ° 12 57 
»» do. do. printing ‘l'ract No. X, - . 45 
s» ,do. do. do. do. No. XI, ° m 22 50 


39 do. 





do. for transportation, trimming Tracts, &c. 2.13 
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The Trustecs of the Vermont Religious Tract Socicty, tn ac- 
count with IV. G. Hooker; General Agent. Cr. 
{S10. By Cash received from the Treasurer, from 


October Ist, 1809, to October lst, 1810, - 


97 20 





597 20 


WM. G. HOOKER, General Agent. 


COMMITTEE OF MISSIONS. 
_ Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. Rev. 
Martin Tullar, Rev. Jedidiah 
Bushnell, Rev. Thomas A. Mer- 
rill, and Seth Storrs, Esq. 


GENERAL TRACT AGENT. 
Doct. Wm. G. Hooker, Mid- 
dlebury. 


TRACT COMMITTEE. 
_ Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell, Rev. 
Bancroft Fowler, Rev. John 
Hough. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


On Tuesday the 25th Sept. 
the annual examination was held, 
in the Divinity College at Ando- 
ver. The Visitors, Trustees, and 
other gentlemen present, were 
much gratified with the progress 
made by the members of that ih- 
stitution, in the various studies to 
which their time had been de- 
voted. 

Sixteen young gentlemen, hav- 
ing completed the term of their 
connexion with the College, go 
forth to supply the vacancies in 
our Churches, or to be otherwise 
employed in diffusing Christiani- 
ty, at home or abroad, as shail 
be ordered by the great Head of 
the Church in his wise and holy 
Providence. ‘Their names are 
Ephraim Abbot, Winthrop Dai- 
ley, John R. Crane, Hooper 


Cumming,Abel Cutlet,John Field, 
John Frost, Adoniram Judson, 
Samuel T. Mills, Samuel Newell, 
Samuel Nott, Gamaliel S. Olds, 
Samuel Parker, Sylvester Selden, 
Richard S. Storrs, and Nathaniel 
Swift. 

One of the young gentlemer:, 
[John Frost of Sandgate, Vt. } 
delivered a valedictory address, 
which was highly creditable to 
the author, and to the institution. 

The exercises of the day weré 
opened and closed by prayer. 

‘The whole number of those 
who have been admitted into this 
infant seminary, is 67. ‘Two are 
deceased, nine have been regu- 
lariy dismissed, and 56 were mem- 
bers at the time of the examina- 
tion. Pan. 
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RELIGIGOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


A Religious Tract Society has 
been lately established inthe city 
of New-York. ‘The terms are as 
follows ; every person who sub. 
scribes two dollars, becomes a 
member of the Society; and is 
entitled to receive that amount in 
Tracts, at therate of 15 cents 2 
hundred 12mo pages ; and ever 
after retains the privilege of pur- 
chasing at that rate, to any a- 
mount. 

A selection of matter has beer 
made, and Tracts have been pub- 
jished by Messrs, Williams and 
Whiting. ib. 































SAVANNAH BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A Bible Society has lately been 
formed in Savannah, Georgia. 
Between 1500 and 1690 dollars 
had been subscribed last July, 
exclusive of annual subscriptions. 
Much additional.aid was.expected 
from the interior country. 

From, the funds, $500 have 
been remitted for the purchase. of, 
Bibles and Testaments. 

Our readers will be. pleased. to 
hear that there are almost. 1700 
black communicants, belonging 
to the different Churches in Sa- 
vannah. ib. 








ORDINATION, 


On the Sth of Feb. last was or~ 
dained over the Congregational 


$52 Bible Soctety—Ordination—To Correspondents, &c. (Nov: 


Church and Society in Malone, 
N. ¥. Rev. Asnzen Parmerre. 
Rev. Chauncey Cook made the 
introductory prayer ; Kev. Lem- 
uel Haynes, of West Rutland, Ve. 
preached the setnion from Luke 
v. 5,.and made the consecrating 
prayer; Rev. Simeon Parmelce 
of Westford, Vt. gave the charge ; 
Rev. Martin Powel of Chazy, 
N. Y. made the concluding pray- 
er. 


Ve are cheerful in noticing ail Or- 
dinations.and Installations, which tak: 
place.in. Vermont cr parts adjacent ; 
and should be gratified if the Scribes 
of ordaining councils would take the 
responsibility of forwarding us such 
information, seasonally. 








‘TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Extract from Buck’s Dictionary, mentioncd by a cor- 
espondent, is cheerfully inserted. 
so manifest as the Divinity and proper Deity of our blessed. Savior, 


they are requested to give this piece.a candid perusal. 


‘Che sketch of the Revival in Orwell came too late for ingertion 


in the present number. 


“ Tropuimus” and “ Arserr”’ are received, and will have a 


place shortly. 


The Editors for 1811 will bear in mind, that the “ three months” 
from the time of their appointment, mentionéd page 310, will ex- 
The Committee hope, that the lucu- 
brations of the Editors will speedily enrich the columns of the 
Nothing need be said, (to those who act“ for conscience’ 


pire on the 5th of December. 


Adviser. 


sake,””) on the duty of furnishing “ gEaTEN o1L.” 








Donation to the Vermont Misstonary Society. 


wey. Asaph Morgan, collected in new-settlements, 


G11. 33 








lf any can doubt ona point 








